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                      Coming Events  2010  
 

       4 Jun        Cape Romano Picnic - joint with Marco Sportsfishing Club  p. 9   
 

     9 &  30 Jun        “Captains Meeting “   @ CJ’s on the Bay at Esplanade       1700 p. 3 

                          (call Tippy to reserve a chair!) 2nd & last Wednesdays !  
 

     18 Jun         MISPS monthly lunch @ Dolphin Tiki Bar & Café       1200 [flyer enc] 
 

     2 Jul         Cruise / Picnic at White Horse Key         1100 p. 11   
 

    11  & 28 Jul      “Captains Meeting “   @ CJ’s on the Bay at Esplanade       1700 p. 3 

                          (call Tippy to reserve a chair!) 2nd & last Wednesdays !  
 

     23 Jul         MISPS monthly Lunch @  Eurasia      [flyer enc]  
 

     6 Aug         Keewaydin Island Cruise / Picnic              1100 p. 11  
  

    11 & 25 Aug     “Captains Meeting “   @ CJ’s on the Bay at Esplanade       1700 p. 3 

                            (call Tippy to reserve a chair!) 2nd & last Wednesdays !  
 

     20 Aug            MISPS monthly lunch @ Erin’s Isle      [flyer enc] 
 

     1 & 2 Oct         District 22 Fall Conference       [flyer enc]

See pp. 12 & 13 

Dorothy, Lee & Sam aboard Zephyr V 
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The EAGLE’S EYE EDITOR  

P/C Andrea K. Battaglia, AP 
 

I thought the Executive Board 
meeting this May was interesting 
regarding the upcoming emphasis 
for our squadron.  We’ve done 
well, better than most squadrons, 
on attracting new members! Now a 
special concentration will be made 
for enticing our members, both old 
and new, to take more education 
courses … both elective and advances grades.  P/Lt/C 
James Olmes, SN and our SEO Lt/C Carl Thieme, JN 
gave a presentation on current status of members interest 
in education, ideas to nudge members into taking courses, 
and they are in the process of designing a pamphlet to 
show areas of boating and the need to take specific 
courses, “Costal Navigation—the Essentials”.  We plan to 
continue the successful advertising to the public for the 
ABC courses, as well as seminars given by our excellently 
qualified instructors - this has been a real service for our 
boating community!   
 

Since we are heading into hurricane season, I hope every-
one will be well prepared.  For those staying for our rainy 
season, I thought I’d include weather info (see P. 7). � �

COMMANDER  

Cdr Gary Riss, S 

 

Summer is here!  I think that I 
sneezed and missed our spring.  
For those of us on the Island, 
there are many Squadron ac-
tivities to become involved in.  
Early in the month starts our 
series of beach picnics.  The 
first of the summer is being 
coordinated by P/C Andy B 
and Bryan.  Please contact 
them if you are interested in going. 
 

The Captain’s meetings will be the best way to keep in 
touch with your fellow Squadron members over the 
summer.  P/C Tippy Cavanagh will be taking reserva-
tions for these events.  Let Tippy know if you plan on 
attending so she can reserve a seat for you. 
 

As you prepare your calendars for the Fall and Spring, 
include an education course or two.  Our Education Of-
ficer, Carl Thieme, has published the schedule in ad-
vance of the season so you can make time to attend a 
course and seminar.  The instructors have put in a lot of 
their time preparing for them, so let’s all try to attend at 
least one and thank them for their efforts.  Remember 
that a significant portion of our mission is education.  
Let’s have more boaters on the water that are knowl-
edgeable about navigation and handling of their boats. 
 

We will soon start planning for the Change of Watch 
and the new Bridge.  We need volunteers on all commit-
tees.  Please consider volunteering your time and talents 
to help our Squadron.  If you have an area of special in-
terest, contact any of the current Bridge officers and let 
them know so you can be onboard for next year. 
 

Hopefully the hurricane season will avoid us and we can 
continue to boat and gather throughout the summer 
months. 
 

See you on the water!  ��

   

To be Continued all summer  . . . 
 
What:  MISPS “Captain’s Meeting”  
Where:  at CJ’s at the Esplanade 
When:  1700 (5:00 pm)  both the     
             second and the last Wed, 
      of each month !! 
Why:    to socialize  
 
 
 
 
 

  Reserve a chair!!  
  Call Tippy to  let her    
  know you’re coming @ 393-9158 
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Thank you for the very nice Get Well card on behalf 
of  MISPS.  It really did  make  me feel better  and  I  
appreciated the best wishes of the squadron.  I am 
now home, still a bit weak, but improving every day.  
Please express my thanks to the Squadron.  Bob 
      [Life Member -  P/C C. Robert Meyer, AP] 



EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

LT/C Steven J. Moore, S  
 

Well, you can tell that spring is 
here because the traffic is 
way down on the Island, but 
because of the construction, it is 
still slow getting over the Jol-
ley Bridge!  There must be 8 
barges and 4 cranes working 
every day … guess we might as 
well get used to it. 
 

An issue that has come to my 
attention is that we, as Squadron members, need to be-
come more educated.  I am as guilty as anyone else in our 
group for not pursuing additional boating educa-
tion courses offered by our Squadron.  We have Instruc-
tors ready and willing to teach various education courses, 
but alas, no students sign up.  We need to continue 
through the courses of Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced 
Piloting, etc., to become a more competent squadron and 
to be able to spread the word to non squadron friends 
about the advantages of squadron membership.  The elec-
tive courses such as Weather, Engine Maintenance, Cruise 
Planning, Electronics and others are not only informative, 
but they can make your boating more fun and save you 
and your boat in a critical emergency.  Please watch for a 
list of courses to be published for the next "season" and 
plan to sign up for a course that interests you, it might be 
fun!  
 

FYI ... 
Something I discovered while researching my City of 
Marco Island Water utility bill.  Because my home was 
built at a time when the water pressure was low on Marco 
Island, many builders like mine, installed 1 inch water 
meters to compensate for the low water pressure.  Now 
that the city raised the water pressure the Water Depart-
ment is charging an additional $40.00 per month for these 
larger, older meters.  The City of Marco will tell you if 
you have one of these older meters and will change it for a 
smaller, less costly meter for about $200.00 (a 5 month 
pay back).  All you have to do is call the water department 
at 239-394-3880 and ask if you have a 1 inch water meter 
and what additional charge are you enduring per month 
for that old meter.  The water department will tell you if 
you have the high cost meter and what it will cost to re-
place it. 
 

Have a great summer!   ��

ADMINISTRATIVE  
OFFICER 
Lt/C Edward Shebert, S  
 

Well, summer is here, folks 
are leaving, but many of us 
stay here as Mary Anne and 
I do.  Our squadron contin-
ues to impress me as we are 
continually getting many of 
you out for the fun events.  
The Captain’s meetings at 
CJ’s are awesome, just a 
friendly way to get out for 
an hour or so. The luncheon programs are very well 
attended and do I have to mention it…you will not need 
to eat a full supper after one of these.  We seem to get 
more food than one can eat.   I love these informal 
times, where you really get to know your fellow mem-
bers, AND, to have a swill of your favorite beverage in 
the process.  We do our share of talking, laughing, and 
telling many maritime stories … true, fiction, and of 
course, fantasy! 
 

Looks like we will have a good summer of fun with the 
line up of boating activities!  We are departing shortly 
for the Naples Cruise which promises to be fun.  As the 
Cruise Captain, I have learned a lot about putting a 
cruise together.  And to think, I have only been 
“boating” for just over a year.  Thanks to my MISPS   
friends for your help, your wisdom, your education, 
and your tips that make a rookie captain confident in 
the many skills that it takes to safely and competently 
navigate our waters. 
 

Please do plan on joining us on the next three 
“shorties” … the picnics on nearby Keys.  They prom-
ise to be fun!  Do not forget, these outings do not hap-
pen by themselves.  Many members are working be-
hind the scenes, spending many hours on planning and 
such.  Let us all show our appreciation to these folks by 
participating in the events.  I promise you – you will 
have fun.  Lets give all our ‘planners’ a high-five and a 
sincere thank you! 
 

I like the lazy days of summer.  It gives me a chance to 
‘catch-up’ on planning and delivering activities in the 
high season.  You can help.  We want fresh ideas.  We 
are striving to be the best we can be….and the only 
way we can help is to get much of this planning done 
now.  I look at it this way…now, we are on offense, 
during the high season, we are on defense. 
 

Enjoy your summer and vacation wherever you are! 
 

Keep Smiling!  ��
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Note:  No executive board meetings  
for the months of July and August. 



EDUCATIONAL  OFFICER 
LT/C Carl W. Thieme, JN   
 

The 2009/2010 MISPS Educa-
tion program now is history. We 
have just gotten the final results 
from one advanced and one 
elective course. Congratulations 
are in order for both P/C Tippy 
Cavanaugh who took on the 
task of teaching our Junior 
Navigation course and her six 
students who passed the final 
exam. Our squadron and associate members who earned 
their JN rank  include P/D/C Ben Coons, Lt Rudi Land-
waard, Lt/C Ted Reiss, Chuck Wilson, 1/Lt Mary Alice 
Wilson and 1/Lt Cliff Winings. Teaching a course of that 
difficulty for the first time involves a tremendous amount 
of preparation time and follow-up work with the students. 
Thank you isn’t adequate to say how much I and the 
squadron appreciate Tippy’s willingness to tackle such a 
complicated course. Speaking of complex courses we 
have two additional squadron members who have success-
fully completed the Weather course taught by P/C John 
Krehbiel and assisted by P/D/C Bob Sparrow, they are Lt 
Dave Dumas and Gary Wrona.  
 

The SEO and eleven faculty members met this past week 
to discuss how we could improve our educational program 
at MISPS. The core theme that emerged from the meeting 
was the shared concern that the educational mission of 
MISPS is being eroded and compromised by the low num-
ber of members who have not been advancing their boat-
ing knowledge and skills. Currently only 82 out of 164 
members of the squadron have seamanship or higher 
rank!! We run the risk of becoming an organization of 
boating illiterates. Thus, the core question has become 
how do we improve the focus on the boating mission and 
energize squadron members to seek out the educational 
opportunities offered by MISPS. The results of our delib-
erations last week has resulted in a series of recommenda-
tion summarized below which were presented to the 
Bridge on Wednesday May 14th. 
 

Recommendations: 
 

 #1 MISPS senior officers need to be more proactive in 
emphasizing the boating mission and set the example for 
continuing education in the squadron. 
 
 #2 Reduce the cost of MISPS advanced and elective 
courses by offering a 50% discount for members. 
 

(continued on page 23) 
 
 

Charles B. Gentry, JN   
SAFETY OFFICER  
 

FIRE PREVENTION 
 

In earlier days, when nations 
projected their power with 
frigates and multiple gun deck 
first and second raters (sailing 
battle ships), FIRE was the 
most dreaded peril of the sea.  
Once flames got to the dry, 
painted timber, to the tarred 
cordage, to the flammable 
sails, nothing would put it out.  Even malcontent sailors, 
on board highly combustible ships filled with combusti-
ble gun powder, needed little prodding to form ‘bucket 
brigades’ to quench any fire before becoming ‘out of 
control’, True, none of us are storing gun powder, be we 
do carry many gallons of highly combustible fuel, and 
most of our little boats have complex electrical systems 
capable of causing big trouble.  So, the hazards are dif-
ferent, but still dangerous and worthy of our concern. 
 

Over the last 45 years, I’ve owned four different out-
boards, one twin engine gas sport fisherman, two single 
diesel vessels and have had no personal experience with 
fire, probably partly due to dumb luck.  During my 
younger boating years, little thought was given to a fire 
‘plan of action’.  After all, the boat carried the required 
extinguishers – the crew was mostly indestructible and 
would simply jump overboard and swim to shore.  The 
fact that the boat could easily be offshore some miles, 
and a swim to shore was impossible, was just an incon-
venient detail. 
 

Different boats require a fire fighting plan that relates to 
the specific design, but the important word is plan and 
the plan has two parts.  The first is fire prevention – han-
dle this part correctly and the second part will hardly 
ever happen.  That’s the intended message of this dis-
cussion.  Every skipper should insist on good fire pre-
vention and think about what actions could be taken if 
confronted with an actual fire.  The crew can practice 
putting on life preservers and ‘man overboard’ drills, but 
starting a fire on board to practice containment is akin to 
parachute jumping – the first time has to be very good. 
 

Good fire prevention is a combination of common sense 
along with some effort to take care of certain jobs like:  
Bilge Cleaning – Routinely clean the bilge and engine 
collection pans.  It’s an unpleasant job, but good for the 
soul.  A clean bilge cannot provide extra fuel once the 
fire starts.  While outboards don’t have engine rooms, 
keeping the mechanical system and battery compart-
ments clean is still good practice.   
   (continued on page 17) 
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DISTRICT 22  
2010 FALL CONFERENCE  

 

Plan Now to Attend!  

 

Special D22 Hotel Rate:  $99.00  
per night plus tax 

 
SAVE THE DATE!! Friday Oct. 1st & Saturday Oct 2nd  

 

Reservations must be made by September 7th to  
receive the Special Rate . [Flyer Enclosed]  

 

Questions?  Contact Conference Chairman  
Chuck Troike at 941-639-0619 



THUNDERSTORMS AND LIGHTNING 
 

Not all storms are thunderstorms, but all thunderstorms 
have lightning.  They are most common in the summer 
months and are usually formed by air currents rising 
over locally warmed areas or the passage of a cold front 
which forces warm moist air aloft.  Before a storm the 
winds are generally from the south and west and the air 
is warm and humid.  The extreme vertical development 
which is characteristic of the cumulonimbus cloud is 
what creates a thunderstorm.  Although cumulonimbus 
clouds may be obscured by other cloud layers, the can, 
if visible, be recognized by their characteristic shape.  
Starting at the top, often over 40,000 feet high, there is a 
layer of cirrus clouds that are shaped like an anvil.  The 
top leans in the direction the wind is blowing and the 
direction the storm is moving.  Below the “anvil head” 
is the main body of the storm.  It is of great height and 
has “cauliflower” sides.  At the front bottom is a roll 
cloud formed by strong turbulent winds at the leading 
edge of the storm.  Behind the roll cloud is a dark area 
which extends from the base to the earth where hail, rain 
or both are falling.  Thunderstorms associated with cold 
fronts may develop any time, but local storms generally 
develop during the heat of the afternoon.  Being able to 
recognize this type of cloud formation is an important 
warning of approaching thunderstorms. 
 

Whenever thunderstorms are in the area, boaters 
should head for shore to a safe mooring.  Monitor your 
VHF/FM weather channels.  Incidentally, static on the 
AM radio is also an indication of thunderstorm activ-
ity.  Marine Weather Service Charts giving the loca-
tions and frequencies of weather broadcasts are avail-
able at most marinas. 
 

Thunderstorms are dangerous because of lightning, 
but even more so because of the strong winds and the 
rough seas that accompany them. 
 

The strong up and downdrafts within a cumulonimbus 
cloud generate huge electrical charges.  After reaching 
a certain level, these charges are released in a multi-
million volt electrical display which is called light-
ning.  The rapid expansion and contraction of heated 
air in the lightning’s path causes thunder.  Lightning 
discharges take place between clouds, within clouds 
and between clouds and the ground (water). 
 

It must be firmly understood that there are no guaran-
teed safeguards against lightning.  It is very unpredict-
able and has immense power.  You can minimize the 
danger of having your boat struck by staying off the 
water during thunderstorms and by installing a 
grounding system on your boat similar to those found 
on buildings and other land structures.  The grounding 
system provides lightning a path to reach ground with-
out causing damage or injury.  [See article next issue 
on “The Grounding System.]  �  
 
Source:  USCG and Michigan Sea Grant Program 
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1711 San Marco Road 
Marco Island, FL 34145 

239-394-1171 
 

www.floridafloors.net 



* NOT for navigational purposes  
… area in constant change ! 

Contact persons: 
Andy Battaglia      642-5721 
Bryan Mordecai    642-1006                          
 

Let us know if you need  
a ride, or if you can take 
someone on your boat. 
Thanks! 

Cape Romano Beach Picnic for MISPS and MSC: 
Friday, June 4th 2010 about  11 am -  2 pm 

Bring your own everything … socialize with friends 
and enjoy the ambiance of an uninhabited island! 

< beach boat on this side of island 

note:  ̂  
markers 
towards  
Coon Key 

* 

Jun 4:   7 am High +2.9,   1 pm Low +1.7,    6:30 High +2.6    (not much tide change)   neap tide,   3/4 moon 

9 

Cape Romano 



Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron 
Boating Activities 

*** To participate in any manner please sign-up for the appropriate cruise activity, contact the Cruise 
Captain, or contact Co-Chairmen Carol & Bernie Hill or Phil Reid for assistance in participating. *** 

Dates Destination Cruise Captain Phone 

  2010            
 

June 4    Picnic at Cape Romano     Andrea Battaglia   642-5721
    (joint with Marco Sportsfishing Club) & Bryan M ordecai  642-1006  
 
July 2    Picnic at White Horse Key   Carol & Bernie Hill 
 
August 6   Picnic at Keewaydin***   Andy Battaglia  642-5721 
    *** change made due to bird nesting!  & Bryan Mordecai  642-1006 
 

Sept. 3    Picnic at Caxambus Sandbar***  Tippy & John Cavanagh 393-9158 
 
September 23-26  Legacy Harbor Cruise*   Lee Harkness   642-3575 
 
October 4   Raft up,  Hideaway Beach   Steve Moore   642-3655 
 
November 12 & 13  D/22 C & R Burnt Store Marina*  Bernie Hill   298-3613 
    (… see page 23 for reservations …)  
 
Jan. 14 - 16  2011  Naples Boat Club    TBA  
 
Feb 18 - 19   Esplanade Marina   (+ monthly lunch)**   Gary Riss   389-7477 
    Overnight Cruise  
 
Mar 25 - 27    Clewiston, Ft. Myers & Legacy*  Mary Carleen & Jim Ferry 394-4884 
 
April 8   Digital Scavenger Hunt   Andy & Bryan  (numbers above) 
 
May (?)   Key West Cruise    TBA      
 
June (?)   Florida Lower Loop    TBA  

 
  * Hotel accommodations available at marinas      ** Contact Lunch Chair 

Get a 
“Safety 
Check”  
before you 
cruise ! 

Vessel Safety check [VSC] - Teams for 2010 
Chairperson:  Alan Epstein—239-389-1487 or 630-853-5716 
Director of VSC Education:  P/C Owen Henning—394-1228 

 
 Team One       Team Two 
 Gerald Odenbach -  Captain  394-1210  P/C Bob Richardson -  Captain  389-1909 
 P/C Lee Harkness   642-3575   Lt/C Steve Moore  642-3655 
 Jim O’Connell  450-2079    Phil Bruni  394-2009 
 P/C Andy Battaglia  642-5721   Rudi Landwaard  389-4444 
 James Stippich (new)  394-5990   Erin Olmes  394-5415 
 

***Team with most VSC’s relaxes for the fall picnic, while other team shops, cooks & serves for the picnic!!! 
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Note:  not for  
navigation … 
area subject to 
change! 
 

Time:   1100 - 1400  
Bring your own everything! Bring a friend, 
bring family, bring food & beverages, etc.    
 

Let us know if you need a ride or can take 
someone in your boat. 

Contacts: 
Carol & Bernie Hill 
Phone:  298-3613 
E-mail:  
templar_39@yahoo.com 

 

Keewaydin Island Cruise / Picnic  -  August 6, 2010 

                 Contact: 
      Andy B. @ 642-5721 or 

      Bryan Mordecai @ 
              642-1006 

WELCOME MISPS & MSC MEMBERS* !  

Again bring your own everything ... beverages, 
food, sunscreen, etc.  
 

Let us know if you need a ride or you can take 
someone in your boat.          Give us a call > 

Coon Key Light 

< beach at 
White Horse  
        Key 

* Marco Island 
Squadron & 

Marco Fishing  
Club 

White Horse Key Cruise / Picnic - July 2, 2010 
 

From the “C” marker at the mouth of the Marco River , follow the 
markers with increasing numbers to the NNE keeping the red markers 
(even numbered) to starboard. At marker red “2A”, where the channel 
splits, follow the channel to the left (towards Naples) to green “33” 
(about 3.6 nm). Keeping green “33” on your port side, swing around 
the marker toward the south. After about 1 nm on a heading of about 
160° T, you should see boats with the MISPS burgee.   That’s Us … ! 
If you are challenged by sentries, the challenge is “HELLO”; the secret 
password is “MISPS”. 
 

Want a chart with waypoints, pretty colors and stuff?  
Send us an e-mail at bmordecai@comcast.net.  

DIRECTIONS: 
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Barbara Taylor and Lt Mary Anne Shebert at dock at NBC P/C Lee Harkness napping on deck of Zephyr V - dockside ! 

Boating Activities co-chair 
Lt Phillip B. Reid and his 
able 1st mate Bernadette ... 

[middle left] Phillip at helm and Bernadette on bow ready with lines; [middle right] Lt Jim Ferry, P o n dock & Boating Activities 
co-chair Lt Bernie Hill and 1st mate Carol on their boat docking at Naples Boat Club; [below L-R] NBC cruise group: P/C Lee 
Harkness, Bernadette & Phillip Reid, Lts Jim & Mary Carleen Ferry (back) 1/Lt Dorothy Harkness, Cdr Gary Riss, Lt Bernie & 
Carol Hill, Lt Mary Anne & Lt/C Edmund Shebert.  Lt /C Shebert along with his first mate were “Cruise Captains” of this event! 

Engine problems? 
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Seven couples and six boats made the voyage to Naples.  
Attending were the Riss’, Harkness’, Ferry’s, Shebert’s, 
Reid’s, Hill’s and the Taylor’s.  What was really neat 
was the fact that many new members made the trip.  The 
Friday Luncheon was a phenomenal success with over 
35 members attending.  Also interesting was that the 
Reid’s and Hill’s maneuvered through the Pass and Bay 
and eventually wound up mooring at the Hamilton Har-
bor Yacht Club (with some convincing), along with 
more boats - Mueller’s, Cavanagh’s, Sandbulte’s and 
Moore’s for the May MISPS luncheon.  Friday evening 
the Cruisers had a great time munching on delicious 
snacks that were too numerous to mention. 
 

One thing…keep Ed off your boat…yep, he was aboard 
the Hill’s boat when it first lost an engine…and shortly 
thereafter…lost the other one!!! [note p. 17 too!] ���������
�� by cruise captain L/C Edmund Shebert, S 

Hamilton  
Harbor Yacht 

Club  
 

MISPS  
May 21, 2010 

Luncheon 
 

P/D/C George C. 
Shirley, JN 

celebrates his  
90th birthday! > 

Squadron members assisting boat arrivals at yacht club 

Dorothy, Phyllis, Bob & Lee  ... “water taxi” from NBC to HHYC! 

[L] P/C Owen Henning & P/C Bob Richardson; 
[R] Marsha and Cdr Gary Riss at the Friday night 
“captain’s meeting” … note - plenty of snacks; 
[below L] Patty and the “birthday boy” P/D/C 
George Shirley, JN, with  our squadron Executive 
Officer Lt/C Steve and Anne Moore, Betty and P/C 
Bob Richardson, P/C John and Bev Noffze; [below 
R] Sandbulte’s arriving at Hamilton Harbor with 
Joyce getting the lines, Arlon at the helm getting a 
little sun on the cruise from Marco. 
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Mike Polly Randy Graham                                 
Office (239) 642-0067—Fax (239) 642- 9540                         

941 Windward Drive, Marco Island, FL 34145                
email:  imsmarine@embarqmail.com        



April 28, 2010 Captain’s Meeting ... 

Betty Richardson, Bob & Phyllis Mueller, P/C Patricia Cavanagh, SN 
& John, Anne Moore, P/C John & Bev Noffze, P/C Bob Richardson; 

P/Lt/C Jim Simmons, AP, Troy Miles, Bill & Mary Kay hart;     Lt Bryan Mordecai, A-O Lt/C Ed Shebert, X-O Lt/C Steve Moore 

Our new programs chair Lt Sam Taylor & Barb          Arlon & Joyce Sandbulte;         P/C Andy Battaglia & Lt Bryan Mordecai 
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Twenty-one of our squadron members met around 
1700 at CJ’s on the Bay near the gazebo bar over-
looking the marina area at the Esplanade.  This was a 
chance to say “so long for awhile” to some of our 
snowbirds leaving shortly for “up north”.  Some of 
our VSC examiners compared notes on how many 
completed … note the two competing teams on p. 10.  
The winning team relaxes, while the team with lesser 
VSC’s will shop, cook and serve for this fall’s VSC 
picnic!  Note  Lt/C Shebert’s “Buzzard Lope” hat - he 
had just returned from an event in Goodland!  ��

P/C Cavanagh & P/Lt/C Simmons 
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SAFETY OFFICER  (continued from page 5) 
 

Gasoline & Propane – Since as little as half a teacup of gasoline can 
create enough explosive vapors to destroy a large motor-
boat, the obvious answer – make it impossible for gaso-
line, either in liquid or vapor form to get into the bilge in 
the first place.  Make sure that bilge blowers and fume 
detectors are in good working order.  All separate fuel 
containers should be securely fastened and located where 
escaping fumes, several times heavier than air, cannot 
find their way below decks.  Note:  Perhaps I’m some-
what paranoid, but other than the swim platform, there is 
no place on my 34-ft diesel express cruiser that I would 
consider safe for storing gasoline for a small outboard or 
propane for a grill,  unless proper fume detector and 
forced ventilation equipment were first installed.   
 

Fueling Cautions – All boat builders are required by law 
to locate fuel fills so any spillage goes overboard, not in-
side the hull.  This safety feature doesn’t work too well 
when a crew member, without proper instruction, stuffs 
the hose nozzle into a rod holder or waste tank fill.  Then 
the marina calls the fire department and everything be-
gins to go downhill for the hapless captain.  Also, it’s im-
portant to keep fuel tank vents functional and be aware 
that plastic gas containers can accumulate a static charge 
that is not drained off by grounding connections and 
could ignite vapors in the container.  Electrical Additions 
& Repairs – With the exception of emergency repairs, the 
average boat owner should have electrical work done by 
qualified marine electricians that are familiar with appli-
cable ABYC and NFPC standards for AC and DC cir-
cuitry.  House wiring is simple in comparison and not 
subjected to ‘pounding and salt spray’.  The best preven-
tive medicine for electrical fires is to have everything 
done to code and keep terminal blocks and contact points 
in good repair.  By the way, don’t use circuit breakers to 
turn off devices with on/off switches – your breakers will 
last longer.  Engine Room Fire Extinguishers – These 
remote extinguishers are automatically triggered by heat.  
Diesel engines present a special problem because they 
will continue to run and deplete the protection agent if 
they are not immediately shut down (my Fireboy System 
shuts down both the main diesel and the generator, 
sounds the alarm, and can be triggered manually).  That 
sounds really good, but it all has to work … and that 
means it has to be maintained on a regular basis. 
 

Even if space permitted, I don’t have the experience or 
knowledge to write a comprehensive article on fire pre-
vention.  Nevertheless, that won’t stop me from writing, 
a companion article next month discussing what to do if 
confronted with an actual fire.  If these few paragraphs 
encourage some fire prevention thought and that turns 
into a plan …  Hooray !  ��� � ����
  

The Sam Taylor Saga from Digital Scavenger Hunt: 
 

Below are the pictures to go with last month’s article … 
Sam’s boat Waterworks continues to be under repair! 

Sam & Barb  
Taylor’s boat  
at the dock  
“the before”! 
 
The engine after 
“smoke” was 
extinguished 
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Crew member Lt/C Ed 
Shebert donned his PFD & 
distress signal displayed …  

do you have one?  [below] Waterworks being towed by Sea 
Tow to Walker’s Marine in Goodland. 



Cruise from Marco Island to Joe’s Crab Shack in Naples ! 

On May 23, 2010, boats met at “R 2” in 
Capri Pass.  Nice weather with soft winds 
were present, so the group under the lead-
ership of our luncheon chair P/C Tippy 
Cavanagh, SN and Lt John Cavanagh, AP 
decided to cruise to Naples via the 
“outside” in the Gulf.  Some came by 4-
wheels or by the 4 boats, with a total of 37 
members for a most delightful lunch.  P/C 
Cavanaugh passed out 25 appetizer cou-
pons, which was more than enough per 
couples.  We enjoyed a “private” dining 
area with excellent service. Conversations 
turned to wishing those “snowbirds” leav-
ing soon a good summer, upcoming cruise 
and other squadron events.  After lunch, 
the boaters had planned to return to Marco 
by way of the Intercoastal … a good plan 
since the wind picked up! 
 

Lt Bryan Mordecai, Lt/C Ed Shebert and I 
(P/C Andy Battaglia, AP) had a lovely 
ride home, and continued towards Caxam-
bus Pass via the Marco River.  After going 
under the Jolley Bridge, a large boat with 
a huge wake washed most of that wake 
completely over my boat, drenching all 3 
of us!     (continued on page 19)�

Top: Tippy & John Cavanagh with Peggy & 
Ted Reiss in boat; (back) Troy Miles and Jim 
Simmons (L-R) Bob Richardson, Bryan Morde-
cai, Ed Shebert, Phyllis & Bob Mueller, Andy 
Battaglia, and Betty Richardson;  (L-R) Judith 
Mallard, Kelly Cooper, Juanita Henning, 
LuAnn & Dick Rogers, Boomer Salway, Bob 
Belliveau and in front - Bud Mallard. 
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Anne Moore, Anna Moore (Steve’s mom), our X-O Lt/C Steve Moore, S;  Arlon Sandbulte and P/Lt/C Jim Simmons (more members!) 

[L-R] Middle left: Peggy Reiss, Bryan Mordecai, Lt/C Edmund 
Shebert, Phyllis and Bob Mueller, John & P/C Tippy Cavanagh;   
Middle right: Carol Salway, Gerry & Bob Marks, Jacq uelyn & 
Bob Belliveau;  Mary Kayhart, Bruce Miles, Anne Moore, Anna 
Moore, and Lt/C Steve Moore. Below: Bob Mueller at helm with 
Phyllis as his crew heading under the 41 Bridge in Naples just 
leaving from Joe’s Crab Shack; some of the squadron boats at the 
dock at Joe’s. 
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The  big boat was purposely making a large wake to watch 
the dolphins jump. It was quite warm so, after the 
“surprise”, we decided the wet cooled us off, so by the time 
we arrived at my home dock, we were almost dry. ��
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Record attendance for May 12th “Captain’s Meeting” @ CJ’s on the Bay ! 

A number of  
appetizer plates 
of homemade  
potato chips with 
blue cheese, 
courtesy of CJ’s 
owner Curt Coon     
   … thanks! 

Pictured are only some of our 38 squadron 
members who gathered at CJ’s for our 
summer bi-monthly social meetings.  See 
our squadron artist Betty Richardson’s 
newest creation … her first dog painting 
below.  The crowd from Commodore Club 
was in full force since P/C Al Jansen has 
recuperated from his heart problem.  Jim 
O’Connell and Jim Simmons were up 
from Port-of-the-Islands.  Evie & Ken Gu-
dorf were back from MN. Joyce Sandbulte 
and I discussed genealogy … she’s related 
to Daniel Boone.  If you don’t recognize 
everyone here, look on other pages!! � �
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   D/22 Fall C & R 
   11-14 November 2010 
   Burnt Store Marina 

������ NOVEMBER �
No need to travel halfway around the world 

 to find the perfect getaway! 
 

Enjoy EUROPE without leaving Florida  
 

The D22 Fantasy Cruise will sails to enchanting  
ports of call in 

England, France, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, and Italy 

Book accommodations for the European Fantasy cruise now: 

 
  

Marina Inn  
(1 bdrm condo per night) 
 

(800) 859-7529 
(941) 575-4488 

Parking view $80 
Pool view $85 
Marina view $90 

Coldwell Banker 
(2 bdrm, 2 bath Villa, 
2 nights) 
 

  
(941) 347-6371 

  
$250 + cleaning & 
Security deposit 

Cunningham Prop Mgmt  (2 
bdrm, 2 bath Villa per night) 
 

  
(877) 276-3300 

  
$120 + cleaning 

  
Boat Slips 
 
 

Reservations 
thru SPSPS open 
in Sept. 

Please do NOT call 
the Dockmaster 
 

 Squadron Education Officer (continued from page 5) 
 

 #3   Shorten the time frame for advanced and elec-
tive courses where possible—each them twice a 
week. Make sure members know tutoring is avail-
able to alleviate the fear of exams or classroom par-
ticipation. 
 

#4  Improved internal marketing of our advanced 
and elective courses and seminars  
 

    a] develop a course-of-the-month page in the  
        Eagle Eye 
    b] have instructors give brief 10 minute talks  
         about courses at monthly MISPS meetings 
    c] Give the Coastal Navigation Essentials presen- 
         tation at our monthly meeting in Nov or Jan. 
    d] Do more to promote the squadron educational  
         program at the ABC course which would in- 
         clude lengthening the course by one night to  
         allow more time to give a more in-depth over 
         view the Essentials of Coastal Navigation and  
         material covered in the ABC add-on section  
         and Seamanship.  
 

#5 Improved PR … work with our instructors to 
find article opportunities to promote our courses 
and seminars in the local newspapers and club 
newsletters. Seek speaking opportunities and co-
sponsor programs where possible with other island 
organizations. 
 

 #6 Lower the cost of public seminars by 50% to 
more effectively compete with the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary who now offer their seminars for free   
 

We hope these initiatives will start to energize our 
membership to be more boating literate and live an 
important part of our mission.  ��

Save the date …  
December 8, 2010 !!  
 

Our squadron  
Christmas Party 

 

will be at the  
Old Marco Lodge  
this year - with a 
great menu at a  
great price! 
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